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paid mercenaries, he laid siege to the stronghold. A blockhouse was built before the besieged town and all communications were cut off; but the garrison was fortunate in having for commander a gallant old soldier, Henri Ens, better known as Suydewint, who was more than a match both in craft .and valour for the besiegers. Time passed on and he defied all their attacks until the young Duke of Guelders was able to come to the assistance of Pouderoyen and the siege was raised. There was a report that the men of Holland ran away in cowardly fashion, and the Regent was very indignant when she heard of this repulse. She wrote to her general:
" It is of course true that we must sometime meet with misfortune, but it seems to me that we endure it more often by our own fault than by Divine Will."
Later on this same fortress of Pouderoyen was besieged once more by Rodolph Prince of Anhalt, who came with a large army and was able to invest the place so completely that the garrison were compelled by famine to surrender, and unfortunately their brave captain, Suydewint, was crushed to death by a falling beam. But nothing more happened in any way commensurate with Anhalt's vast preparations, for although he had received orders to ravage all Gruelderland with two thousand foot-soldiers of Bois-le-duc, we are told that all the " pietons " returned home without fighting !
As Captain-General of the Netherlands for Maximilian, Prince Rodolph was to receive a hundred golden norms of twenty-eight sous each week; he had twenty-four fighting men on horseback and                            in the                       of
